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[bookmark: _GoBack]Sympathy Is the best word that could describe the feeling that I evoked upon watching the film, The American son.  On watching the film, the challenges that a couple is facing to find their teenage son at the police station are evident. Their son by the name Jamal had disappeared to no trace. The parents were struggling through thick and thin and by all means to ensure that they locate their teenage son who appeared to have lost. In the police station in Florida, a mother in the middle of the night is struggling to search for her beloved son. This evokes the feeling of sympathy. I felt sympathy for the mother who had a lot of love for her own son and could not give up her efforts until she ensured that she had located her son. The parents Kendra and Scott are in a constant turmoil of old wounds engulfed with fear and race in their marriage.
In addition, the film advocates for the effects of the differences in the race. Specifically, the difference in the race of the parents and the effects on their son are discussed. The effects are evident as the parents have varying statements and points of view regarding the disappearance of their son. This could tell that the differences in the races of the parents could lead to a relatively permanent effect on the existence of a child and the way that particular child may behave. As a result of this difference in the race of the parents, there was an imbalance in the paternal and maternal love. One of the parents tended to have more feelings of affection to the child more than the other and this was what led to the creation of a less stable family and divisions that evoke feelings of disunity.
In the film, the personal racial differences of the parents and the identities of their class greatly influenced the assumptions on how their son was treated in the hands of the police. The father was a white American while the mother was an African American. In their marriage, their son Jamal was brown skin which portrayed that he was also a black American. Due to this, the mother Kendra had more affection for her son than the father. In the police, the racial differences of the parents seemed to have a greater influence on how Jamal is to be treated because he was black American. While waiting in the police station, the young police officer asked if the boy had a street name and the mother said that the boy was just good and received a good education. On arrival, Jamal’s treatment by the police is an indicator that even his father is at the center of the practice of racism. Associating him with drug cartels makes Jamal very disappointed with his father and he is left with a gaze on how his father could offer him such kind of treatment.
This implied that the fact that the lost son was of a different race and class from that of the father, the extent to which the boy would be victimized could show a greater extent of racism and less paternal care. The fate of Jamal was revealed. At the police, the treatment that Jamal received was relatively harsh on the basis that he was black. This was supported by the fact that even his father had little interest in him because he believed that by his wife Kendra naming their son an African name, there was racial isolation and the boy inherited unpleasant African culture. In the hands of the police officers, their son was treated in a manner that sounded so offensive to the mother and at the same time, the father would be pleased with that kind of treatment. This is because the blunt observations about racial biasedness made by Kendra were dismissed and the fact that a police officer mistook Scott, Kendra’s husband for his senior.
Among the Characters, there are deep extents to which the difference in the exercise of power goes. Starting with the family, there are differences in the exercise of power. The father was against the naming of their son an African name Jamal, which was the name of Kendra’s brother. According to him, his resistance was meant to protect the child from the morally eroded and misleading African culture. However, the mother, Kendra won and their son was finally given an African name. This showed the difference and inequality in the exercise of power that was attributed to the racial differences in society. Scott even went forth to refer to his wife Kendra as ‘totally out of control bitch.’ The only privilege that was observed was the presence of a fellow black cop that was a sign of hope for Kendra.
Also, considering Paul Larkin, the younger police officer, the way he addressed Kendra showed that the blacks were to be inferior to the white Americans. This was specifically evident when the young police officer engaged in a conversation with Kendra and ended up asking the street name for Jamal. All that Kendra told him was that Jamal had a good education. Kendra, however, went forth to address the need for racial equity and her claims were disregarded by the young police officer. Her observations on race were dismissed. This rendered the voice of women, especially the voice of a black woman which seemed to be rendered inconsequential. The mistaken identity of Scott for a senior by the young police officer Larkin showed that the white were held in high esteem and they were the only ones that had to occupy top positions in the police force. This is a clear indication of power disparities that resulted from racial biasedness.
The scene that impacted me the most is the first scene in which Kendra shows more interest in her son considering that he was black. The scene impacted me because it clearly states the inevitable motherly love and the extent to which maternal love goes. The scene presents with it the most sympathetic part of the movie as well as containing the most valuable morals in the practical application of real life. In the scene, the idea of racial tension is also mentioned and the ones affected are the minority racial groups. In the scene also, there is the use of highly contrasted and clearly visible visual aids that ensure full comprehension of the ideas. Most importantly, however, the scene is what contains most of the ideas in the movie as much as it provides the foundation for the development of the movie.
In compassion could have made a bigger difference in the movie. If each of the characters embraced compassion and love for each other the issue of discrimination due to race could be unheard of. This is because if the characters were compassionate about each other, Scott could have treated his wife and his son is a more respectable manner that would not depict any act of racial biasedness. In the same way, Jamal could not have been victimized to the extent of associating him with a drug dealer by his father. Compassion would have therefore created a difference in the movie and all the characters could have held one another in high esteem regardless of the race.










Reference
Ken Leon, Kristin Bernstein & Christopher Demos-Brown. ‘American Son.’  YouTube, music by Lisbeth Scott, edited by Melissa Kent. Simpson Street Production. 2019. https://radenmovi.us/play/php?movie=tt96tt64078t


